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US. analysts ‘don't doubt thit Agea fs-  The impact of any Soviet link is sl
By GerALD F. Sk1B linked to Bulgaria and its arms and dmghrly profound for Catholic jeaders {n the
WASHINGTON - Italy's investigation smuggling operations. But they haven't seen : -U.S. “Like & lot of peopie, because of the
into the shooting of the pope may be titil- _evidence that his connection-translates Into._fvm:y ngly implications that conclusion has,
lating the public, but the reaction of gover- 8”53%3“??%&““4“.“&0 "”y,?‘;‘;@mf me ay'spokwm. '
ment and church officials in the US. has Pope. “There's very circumstantial evidence . spectly, Russell e Mmm
been intriguingly subdued. jthe Italians are using that wouldn't stand . for the National Conference
'As the world now knows, Italian investi- iclose scrutiny,” says onme official. - R _Bishops and the US. Catholic Conference. |
gators are doggedly tracking evidence sug- Besides their skepticism, though, US. of~ . gt this desire to be cautious arises in
gesting that Bulgaria and, by extension, Ocials have important erg - the midst of & divisive debate over whether |
the Soviet Union may have propelied Meh- ke’pmtguq‘gfugem Department e bishops have been too circumspect ip the
met Ali Agca into St. Peter's Square to try 598 only damage X past in assessing dangers from the Soviet |
' to Kill Pope John Paul II on May 13, 1981, Creditility of the luliaq joyestiestion MYt Dnion, The debate is betng carried @ |
| The evidence is far from conclusive, but : m”‘d;m”mm i m'theeﬁort. mostly in deliberations on the bishops' pro-- |
' the implications of any Soviet involvement ' 177 ¥ Wm‘“mu‘““  * posed pastoral letter _criticizing .
*in the assassination attempt would be huge |/ p’°b“h1’n°°“ld‘ ‘Ww,,‘med_‘__m - '
for both the Catholic Church and the US.: mmamgmmpm m"‘“‘dl' ~ ?:.":‘ >~ fs revising the letter and should complete
speaks officially about the - Sel. Alfonse D'Amato (R, N.Y:), wWho. gjop then ,
mietégtehgmem otﬁﬁils are reluctant . has researched the assassination and is In-_gpg, and they are scheduled to gather and
to sddress ft even privately. “The attitude Clined to-believe there is a Bulgarian con- - giseyss ft in Chicago fn May.' =~~~
around here, at least of responsible people, Dection, thinks this ratianale s sound. The .. Some church officials believe that,-re-
i shut up and let this thing unfold,” says | U-S. government, be says, bas “Tighttully - gardiess of how the investigation s going,
an gide o Secretary of State George underplayed” the investigationsolt cantbe fne shooting shouldn't affect d
Stmflarly ooting hasn't noticesbly U.S. anlysts also are waiting for an - cles. “We're trying to analyze these lssues
mme'dtzﬁﬁ?nﬂm%t:oucm- ;hnpogntdedstmlmymmmmg _nmmmmwmm ‘
' draft ent clear-  next few weeks: whether to prosecute Ser~ - Bishop 1 -
&"f;'uc?,_. g:::.;;mgh:‘;m gel lvanov Antonov, the alleged Bulgarian Le:éler ofofthe chumhspadnstmwmut;, :
criticized for ignoring Soviet intentions and accomplice they have in custody. A decl ¢ o‘r;eh doemm’t rirates need.to :
methods. “The discussion of the attempted grmm:ﬁ ‘;emymw hAFv:ﬁ; chaAnnge theeirthmmg about the Soviets be
* assassinati hasn't entered [ h
: mwwd{.;giot:eupgpemdeubemUmslasematbbewmmgmmm& _ cause of the shooting tnquiry. *In
.on the draft letter at 2ll," says Bishop . ' g
aorgee Fulcher of Columbus, one of five | taken any independent imvestigation, and ;erxeh:hﬁw,m,t%&
prelates revising the draft. Other partick ~ ypder Secretary of State Lawrence Eagle- . wt-'em . e MW,
‘pants say they expect the shooting investi-  pyrger has warned some officials against ot ‘paive about the Soviet
gﬁm_m'mygsomeevmmalimpw.bm mmngmmemmmmry «; et : o itk the
Dot much oo \ _ But to critics, the US. government's & - - m;gg“mb"m hvgmm m‘mm i
Away From the Issue. = . lm'md'mmumm»gm suspects it wil be on the reception the let- |
The reasons for this Jow-key reaction tn | amount to an mﬁ;rﬂ‘emudﬁ ' ter receives rather than .op its comtent. i
the U.S are complex. In part, church and *_eundusionsthgt et n. |
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government officials shy away from the is- | ‘from
sue stmply because the enormity of the fm- - %W‘m

‘ : ; .} ginally 0 ':.
publicly endorsed "’ to the shooting of & world religious jeader. ' stat ¥s thgt bishoms~
‘Moscovh?':mteddtze pope mlt:let? % gl: ¢ Wﬂ%'mumuimwmm“&" "ﬁ might 3&: l::mcmde a “clearer rec-...
| trom intertering tn Polish attatrs. © © " 3UA Ar arms. | o210 o of the pr problems caused by "athe- )
Agca‘bas given ltalian investigators con :* oqnero) treaties and summit-negotiations. - e
vincing evidence that he worked closely with |, 31 g150 could affect the strugple between
Bulgarians identified as secret agents, US.

| the superpowers for the friendsikip of peo- . ¢ (QONITINUED
experts acknowledge. And Agca apparently | ples In regions like heavily Catholic Latin
has said the Bulgarians hatched the ShOOHRE |. Amerdca - 7r, . . firois' . -ewiis
plot. The Bulgarian secret service, in turn, |*= S de e

has s long history of acting only under or
ders from the KGB. -~ = . . ..
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